
 

1. Since 1980, the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) celebrates World Tourism Day on September 27. The purpose of this day is to promote 

sustainable, responsible, and universally accessible tourism and raise awareness on the role of tourism within the international community. 

2. United Nations World Tourism Barometer: http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2019-01-21/international-tourist-arrivals-reach-14-billion-two-years-ahead-forecasts  
 

Press Release 

Recaro Aircraft Seating celebrates contribution 

to air travel on World Tourism Day 

50 years of airline seating evolution and ‘Driving comfort in the 

sky’ 

 

Schwaebisch Hall, Germany, September 26, 2019 – In 

celebration of World Tourism Day1 on September 27, Recaro 

Aircraft Seating highlights its contribution to global tourism.  

As a leader in both business and economy class seating 

Recaro has been driving comfort in the sky for nearly half a 

century. By focusing on constant innovation and combining 

lightweight design with high-quality standards, the global 

supplier of premium aircraft seats has helped make air travel 

more comfortable and more sustainable.  

 

International tourist influxes worldwide have grown from 153 

million international arrivals in 1980 – when World Tourism Day 

was first organized - to nearly 1.4 billion today.2 The United 

Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) expects the 

industry will continue to grow at an average of three percent 

annually until 2030. More affordable prices of transport, 

especially air transport, have played a big role in this growth as 

it makes tourism accessible for more people around the world. 

Given that role, it comes as no surprise that the volume of air 

travel has also expanded tenfold over the past 40 years. 

 

This steep growth in number of airline passengers has led to a 

tremendous evolution and unseen innovations in the aviation 

industry. Aircraft look completely different now than they did 40 

years ago, but so do aircraft seats. In celebration of World 
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Tourism Day, premium aircraft seating manufacturer Recaro 

invites you on a trip down the memory lane of aircraft seating. 

 

Comfort, lightweight design and premium quality have always 

been Recaro’s trademarks, but the look and feel of both their 

economy and business class seats could not have changed 

more.  

 

Economy class: more legroom and ergonomics 

 

  

 

As the global leader in economy class seating, one in three 

passengers traveling in that segment, sits in a Recaro seat. That 

is why Recaro places high emphasize on passenger comfort in 

economy class. With innovations and patents in place for nearly 

every element of economy, Recaro pretty much owns comfort in 

that class. Over 130 Recaro comfort innovations have led to 

patent application in the last 10 years. The high literature pocket 

- leaving more leg room - and the award-winning comfort features 

of the CL3710 allowing economy passengers to sleep more 

comfortably, are some of the best-known and most lauded 

Recaro innovations. 

 

 

 

 

 

1980: Recaro 3010 
economy class seat 

1995: Recaro 3410CL 
economy class seat 

2019: Recaro CL3710 economy 
class seat with comfort features 
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Business Class: increased privacy and individualization 

 

 

Compared to the first-class seats of the eighties and nineties, 

current day business class seats offer passengers much more 

privacy. With increased living space and the option to equip seats 

with sliding doors, the all-new Recaro CL6710NG business class 

seat creates a mini-suite atmosphere. Passengers can easily 

personalize their seating experience above the clouds through 

individually adjustable settings. Optimized seat kinematics and 

cushion comfort furthermore offer an ergonomically-superior 

experience if you compare this seat to its older siblings.   

 

Increased focus on sustainability 

As the demand for air travel continues to grow, Recaro is 

committed to investing in innovative solutions that promote 

sustainability. That is why Recaro has invested in research to 

develop lighter seats with longer life cycles. Over the years, 

Recaro has set quite a few benchmarks for lightweight aircraft 

seats, both in economy and business class. Through innovative 

changes to the seat cushion, the seat pan and the seat structure 

itself, it achieved major weight reductions, while maintaining to 

drive comfort in the sky for all passengers. 

 
About Recaro Aircraft Seating 
Recaro Aircraft Seating sees itself as a solution provider for its customers. As 
a global supplier of premium aircraft seats for airlines and OEMs, the company 
reported a growth averaging 10% over the past 15 years. Recaro employs over 
2600 people worldwide and neared €600 million in sales in 2018. It is the global 
market leader in the economy class seating. To secure its strategic expansion, 
Recaro is investing hundreds of millions in product innovation in business class 

1979: Recaro 2020 Relax 
first class seat 

1993: Recaro 5210CE 
first class seat 

2019: Recaro CL6710NG 
business class seat 
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seating. Over the next 5 years, it will also invest in significantly expanding its 
headquarters in Schwaebisch Hall as well as its sites in China, Poland and the 
USA. With this, Recaro consistently underpins its corporate vision of "Driving 
comfort in the sky".  
The aim: become market leader in economy and business class seating while 
maintaining a permanent customer focus. For more information, please visit 
www.recaro-as.com. 

 
About Recaro Group 
The Recaro Group comprises the independently operating divisions Recaro 
Aircraft Seating in Schwaebisch Hall and Recaro eGaming in Stuttgart as well 
as the Recaro Holding located in Stuttgart. The automotive seating business as 
well as the child seat and stroller business are operated by licensees. For more 
information, please visit www.recaro.com. 

 

Press contact: 

Keko, Carsten Menge 

Tel: +49 69 97 88 03-570  

media@recaro-as.com 

 

https://www.recaro-as.com/en/index.html
https://www.recaro.com/

